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or "bed-soil" on which the idols and columns were set
has been lifted and moved so that in places it pre-
sents a wave-like surface*

Moreover, in many places^ a thin layer of volcanic
ash covers the remains at the burial and village sites,
and in one spot I obtained several entire vessels and
many potsherds from beneath a layer of ash more
than nine feet in thickness. This had obviously been
hot when deposited, for it had been burned firmly OB
to the pottery.

Hence we can feel more than reasonably certain
that the destruction of the culture was the result of
an eruption of Guacamayo volcano which, as I have
said, is barely six miles from the temple site. Such
an eruption must have been accompanied by tremen-
dous earth tremors and upheavals which probably
did more damage than the falling ashes and red-hot
mud. It is not difficult to imagine the terrorized peo-
ple, who escaped from the first of the catastrophe,
rushing madly from their razed homes to their temple.
We can picture them striving to placate their gods by
wholesale sacrifices, by the mad destruction of their
most prized possessions at the feet of their idols. We
can visualize their utter despair as the tremors shook
the earth, the ground rose and fell, and the sacred
monuments and images were broken and thrown
down.*

*It is a rather remarkable fact, that the Aztecs* legend or myth of the Tol-
tecs contains an account of a violent volcanic eruption near the city of Tollan
which caused the Tollan rulers to order wholesale sacrifices in order to placate
the gods. Although similar eruptions have no doubt occurred and have de-
stroyed prehistoric settlements in many places, the ancient ^Nahua legend and
the actual occurrence at CocU are remarkably similar. It is not beyond the
bounds of possibility or reason that the story was based on the eruption at
CocU* At all events it proves that a devastating eruption would have brought
about the wholesale sacrifices which we know occurred at the Cocl4 site.